Editor’s note : the following is the written-up field notes of Adam Watson following the visit (of 
29JUN13) by him and Derek Pyper to the plantation on Mar Lodge Estate that stands between the 
estate roads up Glen Dee and Glen Lui and planted (by my best guess) about 1970 with 2-year-old 
seedlings - Joe Dorward (28DEC18) 



Visit to SW end of plantation north of Linn of Dee, 29 June 2013 


After calling on David Frew, Derek Pyper and I spent two hours at the wood. 

Simon Lenihan told AW that he and Kevin Davies on 28 June saw machine fellings there before 
NTS bought Mar Lodge (so c20 years old) and grass covered the ground in the racks. 

Rack ruts were generally far shallower than original plough ruts for planting. We dug a soil pit in 
the middle of a wheel-track. A podzol showed 2 inches of litter and fermentation horizon above 
black humus about 6 inches thick, in turn above a greyish 2-inch A2, and a stone pavement below. 
Grass in the tracks was typical pinewood grass, dominated by wavy hair-grass and mosses. 

Derek then noticed that grass covered the whole woodland floor, and this was confirmed on 
further inspection uphill and traversing eastwards. We found small traces of attenuated heather and 
blaeberry, and on more open sections with fewer trees the blaeberry dominated with some heather. 
On the open moor, heather dominated, with very little blaeberry or grass. 

An open glade lay shortly to the east, and the lush grassland drew my attention, so we moved 
there to dig a soil pit. It revealed an anthropogenic soil from early prehistoric cultivation. Below 2-3 
inches of turf lay 10 inches of greyish-brown soil above a podzolic stronger brown B2. The main 
greyish-brown soil had an excellent crumb structure when passed between one's lingers, and plant 
roots were numerous throughout the horizon. We saw two earthworms in the pit, and mole hills 
abounded nearby. There was no stone clearance heap, but such would not have been required 
because the soil was almost stone-free above the B2 horizon. The vegetation clearly reflected the 
richer conditions, with buttercups, dog violet, and bitter vetchling (Lathyrus montanus). Many other 
species indicative of rich conditions occurred, including lush grasses. The cultivated patch was 
small, little more than 5m in length and breadth, with no surface boulders, but many boulders in the 
surrounding area. 

Further east lay a treeless area stemming from the relics of a seasonal stream, with surface soils 
that squelched water underfoot. The soil was wet and sticky, dark blackish-grey in colour. Further 
uphill an open patch held a hollow surrounded by higher ridges, and here a bog had developed. 

Conclusions 

1. Timber machines had not penetrated through the humus horizon to disturb the A2 podzolic 
horizon, and had only rarely penetrated into the humus horizon. 

2. The domination of most of the ground vegetation by wavy hair-grass was closely associated 
with dense shading, and likewise the low abundance of blaeberry and even more so heather 
was associated with less shading from trees. 

3. The original ploughing before planting had penetrated through the humus and A2 in some 
places, and even the upper part of the B horizon. In general, however, this had not happened, 
and a superficial examination using the spade to turn into the turf in several plough tracks 
revealed a podzolic humus horizon under the turf. 

4. A soil profile and associated vegetation indicating prehistoric cultivation, with earthworms 
and molehills, was surprising, but not unexpected in view of the low altitude, south-facing 
slope and presence of later post-medieval arable farms miles further up Glen Dee. RJ. Dixon 
& S.T. Green (1995), Mar Lodge Estate: an Archaeological Survey, Royal Commission on 
the Ancient & Historical Monuments of Scotland, Edinburgh, on p6 wrote, 'evidence for pre- 
medieval settlement along the Dee has not yet been located west of Braemar’. Our discovery 
seems to be new, so I wish to ask soil scientist Sandy Walker to inspect the pit on his next 



visit to Mar Lodge. I think it likely that other small cultivated patches will be found nearby. 


Adam Watson, 30 June 2013 



